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WORLD Moves to  

 

  Air Pollution Minimisation 

 
Slow recognition in the Hunter Valley Journey 

 

 2010 – 2013 Hunter Valley Study 

 NSW Environmental Health Investigations.  

  SSHEG sought PM2.5 & Health Study 

 Oct 2013 WHO confirms – Air Pollution, 

Particulate Matter & Diesel Exhausts as 

Group 1 Carcinogens with no threshold. 

  30 Years of Research announced  

 May 2015 – World Health Assembly- 

Geneva, Air Pollution Resolutions and Press 

Release for “Minimisation”. (Attm 1) 

2 Years Later – World Health is acting 

 Dec 2015 – Australian NEPM Standards, 

reducing over 10 years PM10 and PM2.5        

( Attm 2) 

Some Caveats on these Standards 

 Dec 2015 – Clean Air Society Austr & NZ 

Press Release on NEPM Standards. (Attm 3) 

Critical of decision   due to Health Impacts 

 2016 – 2025  Impact on MTW Operations 

More stringent Air Pollution Alarms.(Attm 4)          

    “How will MTW Respond & PM2.5’s ?” 
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 Oct 2013 WHO confirms – Air Pollution, 

Particulate Matter & Diesel Exhausts as 

Group 1 Carcinogens with no threshold. 

 
 STOP PRESS RELEASE  World Health Organisation 17

th
 

October 2013 
  

 “ IARC: Outdoor air pollution a leading environmental 
cause of cancer deaths  

 Lyon/Geneva, 17 October 2013 – The specialized cancer agency of the World Health 
Organization, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), announced today 
that it has classified outdoor air pollution as carcinogenic to humans (Group 1). 1 

   

  After thoroughly reviewing the latest available scientific literature, the world’s leading 
experts convened by the IARC Monographs Programme concluded that there is sufficient 
evidence that exposure to outdoor air pollution causes lung cancer (Group 1). They also 
noted a positive association with an increased risk of bladder cancer.  

  Particulate matter, a major component of outdoor air pollution, was evaluated 
separately and was also classified as carcinogenic to humans (Group 1).”. 

  “The predominant sources of outdoor air pollution are transportation, stationary power 

generation, industrial and agricultural emissions, and residential heating and cooking. Some air 

pollutants have natural sources, as well”. 

 

 May 2015 – World Health Assembly- 

Geneva, Air Pollution Resolutions and Press 

Release for “Minimisation”. (Attm 1) 
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 Dec 2015 – Australian NEPM Standards, 

reducing over 10 years PM10 and PM2.5        

( Attm 2) 

 

 
 

Note: A number of caveats also apply 
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 Dec 2015 – Clean Air Society Austr & NZ 

Press Release on NEPM Standards. (Attm 3) 

 

  
 

 2016 – 2025  Impact on MTW Operations 

More stringent Air Pollution Alarms.(Attm 4) 
   (Extract from SSHEG MTW Mine Mgt. Plans Jan 2016) 
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Attachment 1   World Health Assembly 2015 
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Attachment 2 Extracts 
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Attachment 3    CASANZ Media Release 
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Attachment 4    Air Quality  

    Amber Alert Alarms 
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Amber Alert Noise Alarm 
 

 


